In an effort to form and sustain communityacademic partnerships (CAPs) to enhance clinical and translational research, an assessment of needs for selecting and implementing evidence-based programs (EBPs) was conducted among a group of community-based organizations (CBOs) throughout Puerto Rico.
Keywords community-academic partnerships, evidence-based programs (EBP), translational research, needs assessment, capacity building, community-based participatory research (CBPR) health perspective, in which research knowledge is translated into practice by making sure that it reaches individuals and populations for which it was intended and is implemented consistently. At the heart of the public health perspective for translational research are EBPs and interventions.
EBPs are those that have been demonstrated effective based on the results of rigorous evaluations. 4 For a program to be considered evidence based, it must have been tested in a well-designed and methodologically sound study (experimental or quasi-experimental) and shown to produce sig- Although public health organizations are encouraged by their governing boards and funders to choose EBPs for implementation, a number of barriers impede their widespread use. 6 Among the most common are inadequate knowledge about
EBPs and how to identify them, limited training available on how to effectively adapt and implement EBPs, and various organization-level constraints. [7] [8] [9] Moreover, failure to adapt existing EBPs to conditions on the ground, ignorance of local preferences, neglect of local data during adaptation efforts, and inadequate attention to implementation fidelity hamper the success of translational research efforts in communities. [10] [11] [12] The Puerto Rico Clinical and Translational Research Consortium (PRCTRC) was established in 2010 as an initiative to advance translation of knowledge and to have an impact on health disparities in Puerto Rico. 13 The PRCTRC is a multidis- The overall strategy of OCRE is to promote the formation of stable CAPs composed of a CBO and an academic research group as anchor points that are guided by principles of community-based participatory research (CBPR). [14] [15] [16] [17] CBPR requires that community and academic partners work together to design research, collect and interpret data, and disseminate results. An outcome of this collaboration is that community members should acquire skills and see tangible benefits from having participated. [18] [19] [20] CBPR is regarded as an effective method for transferring evidence-based research from clinical settings to communities that can most benefit, thereby improving health. 21 Starting modestly with two anchor points that have a specific translational research focus increases the probability of initial successes. These help to establish a track record for the CAP, which in turn can be leveraged to generate interest among other stakeholders and interested parties at both anchor points through a Diffusion of Innovations process. 22 However, a considerable amount of advance work is required to build a successful CAP. [23] [24] [25] [26] [27] [28] [29] Because EBPs are at the heart of public health translational research efforts, we focused first on assessing knowledge, attitudes, and experience related to them among CBOs, with the overall objective of developing training programs to address areas of need that will better prepare CBOs to enter into CAPs.
Methods study design
We used a two-stage approach to assess knowledge and attitudes related to EBPs, along with training needs for their implementation, in a broad-based sample of CBOs in Puerto Rico.
The protocol consisted of an online survey as the primary data collection method. We followed this up with focus group sessions with a subsample of CBOs that were designed to broaden One hundred CBOs met the inclusion criteria.
Measures
The Puerto Rico Community-Based Organizations Service and Capacity Needs Assessment was adapted from an instrument developed by the Cancer Prevention and Control
Research Network. 30 It assessed specific service information (e.g., services offered, target population, location), program selection/implementation processes, knowledge and perception of EBPs, and capacity-building and training needs. For the survey, EBPs were defined as programs that have proven to have a positive effect on the behavior or health of a population and in the context in which it was studied. 4 The openness and divergence subscales from the Evidence Based Practice
Attitude Scale also were included in the survey. 31 The openness subscale assesses the extent to which the provider is generally open to trying new interventions and would be willing to try or use EBPs. The divergence subscale assesses the extent to which the provider perceives EBPs as not useful and less important than other experiences. 32 The complete scale includes questions related to attitudes and decisions about the use of EBPs for decision making, along with push-and-pull factors, such as organizational setting and resources. Once the Puerto Rico
Community-Based Organizations Service and Capacity Needs
Assessment was finalized, an online version was created using Survey Monkey as the delivery mechanism.
data Collection 
Results

Characteristics of Respondents
Among the 100 invited organizations, 68 replied to the survey. From these, a total of 62 surveys were deemed suf- We will try to use new interventions even if they are very different from what we are accustomed to using. 34 54.80
Negative Attitude Items
We know better than a scientific investigator the interventions/programs that our population needs. 17 27.40
The day-to-day experience with the population we serve is more important than EBPs. 14 22.50
Interventions based on evidence are not useful. 2 0.03
We will not use evidence-based programs. 0 0.00
Attitudes About eBPs
Our findings reveal that most CBOs have positive attitudes toward the use EBPs. Table 1 One of our primary priorities in establishing a new CAP is to offer technical assistance to the CBO partner in writing a proposal to secure additional funding for their organization that addresses a need that they have identified. Attaining early successes that address survival needs of CBOs identified in our needs assessment serve to solidify the CAP and increase the probability that it will be both successful and sustainable.
Focus groups indicated that CBOs would like to have a concrete example of how a productive CAP would function.
To address this need, we have invested energy and resources into building a successful model CAP with a motivated CBO.
Over the period of 1 year, we have launched several collabora- Additionally, because the unit of analysis for the study was the CBO and not individuals within CBOs, this hampered our ability to detect significant differences in responses.
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